Teacher: Mr. Kowaleski
Class: 8th Grade Science
Room 2103


Parent Conferences: Parent Communication is important. I prefer to be contacted by email at the following addresses: rkowaleski@wcpss.net. Parent conferences may be set up by emailing and I will contact you as soon as possible. 

Resources:  
We will use various resources in class including the textbook (Science-Prentice Hall Science Explorer- Grade 8), the CK12 Flexbook, Discovery Education and Edmodo. All of these resources students will have access to online at home or at school.

Supplies:

2 pocket folder (for handouts and homework)
(2) Composition Notebooks
#2 Pencils/ Blue or Black Pens (No Gel Pens)
2” Binder (For all classes)
Dividers (Optional- but important)
Flash Drive (Optional)


Course Description: All instruction will be based upon the goals and objectives in the North Carolina Standard Course of Study.  Instructional units will be centered on student- centered themes.

Homework:  Homework is vital to the student’s success.  It is assigned on a regular basis to ensure understanding of the concepts being studied.  Students are expected to do all homework assignments.  Homework will be reviewed and collected on the day it is due.  Homework should be recorded in their agenda/ planner each day. I have posted the homework assignments on my Webpage. CHECK IT OUT!

Tests and Projects: At the end of each chapter/ unit there will be summative test to ensure that students are learning and comprehending the material discussed in class. These tests are worth 30% of the grade. Through out the year there will also be assigned long term projects and research papers to enhance the unit being studied. It will be the student’s responsibility to make sure these projects are being completed. These will also be 30% of their grade.

Science Notebook: Students will be required to keep an interactive notebook for class. A notebook will be given to each student at the beginning of the school year. It will be the student’s responsibility to keep up with their notebook and bring it to class every day. We will be using it almost every day.

Make-Up Work:  It is the student’s responsibility to request make-up work upon returning to school. Student can request make up work from me during a convenient time (Homeroom or in class during independent practice) or they can leave a note for me in my bin. All handouts will be in my Makeup Binder. If  a student is absent, make-up work will be provided no later than the next school day and will be available for pick up in the front office upon request.  If work is assigned in advance by the teacher, including tests and projects, it is due the day the student returns to school.  If make up work is not given in advance it will be due no later that the following week. 

Late Work Policy:  Students will have 5 days to turn in a late assignment. I will deduct 3 points per day it is late. After five days I the grade will be a zero. 

Grading Policy:

30%- Major (Tests/ Project/ Notebook)
60%- Minor (Class work, Labs, Warm ups)
10 %- Homework


Grade Reporting:  Grades will be posted in PowerSchool every week. Makeup work and late work may take longer to post. You can access your account using the username and password provided to your homeroom teacher or student services. 
 
Class Expectations:
1. I expect students come to class prepared with materials they need for class.
2. I expect students are in class. Students should take care of personal matters between classes. Student will only be given permission to leave the classroom if it is an emergency. I expect students be respectful and come to class with a positive attitude. 

I have reviewed the preceding expectations and procedures.


______________________        ________________                           _______________________   _________________

Parent/Guardian Signature		Date                                             

Student Signature		                Date



